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As we head into another holiday season the 
challenges we have faced in this difficult 
economy continue for many families.   With 
these difficult times we are each given a 
special opportunity to make a  
difference in our community.  We 
can give time, contributions, or 
other things to help a  family in 
need. During the month of        
December we are focusing on 
building the character trait of 
Compassion. 

We live in a time where there are many 
conveniences and the pace of our daily lives 
moves very quickly.  This is a season where 
people tend to rush more than ever.  I 
would like to encourage each of our       
students and their families to slow down, 
and notice when and where you are seeing 
acts of compassion. Consider what you may 

do for each other in your immediate family and 
how you might contribute to your  community 
and beyond.  Contributions do not have to cost 
money.  They could consist of your time. Below 

is a list of opportunities you may take 
advantage of right here in Pleasanton.  
We are currently running our Adopt a 
Family project through December 10th.  
Please contact your child’s teacher to 
discover how you might contribute to 
this wonderful effort. 

Thank you for your efforts in going Above and 
Beyond to support our community and I wish 
you all a happy and safe holiday   season! 

 

Opportunities for Community Outreach: 

Fairlands Adopt a Family 

During the month of December  classrooms will 
determine what projects they will participate in 
to show compassion for our community.  Many 
classrooms will be involved with the Adopt a 
Family project.  Some classes will collect dona-
tions and then will shop for families in our com-
munity.  Others will collect gift cards, donations 
or toys.  Please look for information coming 
soon that will tell you how you and your child 
can show compassion in our community. 

Charac te r  T ra i t  

Compass ion 

Tenderness and kindness are 
not signs of weakness and   
despair but manifestations of 
strength and  resolution.  

-- Kahil Gibran 

Parent ð Teacher Conferences  

As we approach the end of November the end of the first trimester is upon us.  The last day of the 
grading period is November 13th.  Teachers are currently scheduling conferences (some scheduled 
these on Back to School Night), with parents to review their students’ progress thus far this year.  This 
can be a stressful time for students and for parents.  Students are anxious about doing well and want 
their parents to be proud of them.  Parents are often anxious too.  They want to know their children 
are meeting or even exceeding standards.  In this high stakes testing environment, we are committed 
to focusing on the whole child.  This includes the social and emotional pieces, as well as, academic.  I 
want to encourage parents to make sure they set aside time aside to meet with their child's teacher 
during conferences.  This will give you the opportunity to become familiar with the standards for each 
subject area and how your child is progressing toward meeting or even exceeding standards.  You will 
have the opportunity to hear how your child is adjusting to his / her new grade level.   

If your child is struggling in any area, you and the teacher can work together to create a plan to    
address areas of need.  Remember, struggle does not mean failure.  It is a sign of learning.  Learning is 
a life-long journey and parents are an integral part of this journey.  Together we can ensure that 
every child achieves his/her potential.   

Coming Up In November & 

November  

20 Conferencesð no school 

23- 27 Thanksgiving Break  

30 School Resumes 

 December  

8- 9 Holiday Store  

11 Principalõs Coffee/ MP 

12 Holiday Breakfast  

18 Minimum Day 

Jan. 4  School Resumes 

Message f rom the  Pr inc ipa l  
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November 13, 2009  

Above and Beyondé. The Skyõs the Limit! 

ά/ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ - not in the ways we 
teach academic subjects or sports or tying shoelaces 
or even good manners. But compassion can certainly 
be caught - observed and absorbed by those in its 
steady presence, and particularly by those who  
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƛǘΦέ 

-Karen Zurheide  
Executive Director,        
Positive Tomorrows 

mailto:zurheides@aol.com


< continued on page 2> 

To ensure your teacher can give you the 
fully allotted time for your conference 
please ensure you are on time.  If you 
need more time then is allotted we 
appreciate you scheduling a follow-up 
conference.  If you cannot attend the 
conference when it was scheduled, 
please notify your child’s teacher     
immediately.  You may do this through 
e-mail or phone message.  The office 
does not schedule conferences.  We 
appreciate your  help in ensuring the 
teacher will be able to meet with all 
parents he or she has scheduled.   

With the increase in class size at the 
primary level you may find that        
conferences are a bit shorter.  This is 
due to the fact that they are meeting 
with five additional families.  There is a 
lot to review at conference time and if 
you feel you need more time then 
please schedule a follow up with the 
teacher to cover points that you feel 
need addressing.  Thank you for your 
understanding and willingness to     
ensure your child’s teacher is able    
follow his or her schedule. 

Minimum Days are scheduled on     
November 17, 18, & 19th. Students are 
out at 12:30 PM. No students are at 
school on  Friday, Nov. 20. 

 

Elaine Hilbelink, Fairlands Reading Specialist, and Cheryl Atkins, first grade teacher will be 

presenting tips on reading with your children.   

Understanding reading levels and how to choose appropriate books will be shared.  There 

will also be a time for general questions.   

Come enjoy an informational evening that will help you to join us in supporting your 

child’s education.   

Child care will be provided.  You must RSVP to your child’s teacher if you will be using the 

childcare.  A special invitation will be sent home with your child next week.  Please check 

your child’s folder for this information.   

 

Mark your calendar for:  

Reading with Your First Grader 

Date:  Monday, November 30th 

Time: 7:00 PM - 8:15 PM 

Place:  Library / Childcare in Rm. 8 

Conferences  
(conõt from page 1) 

Parent Education Night: Reading With Your First Grader  

started a math intervention which is taught by 
one of our own Fairlands Teachers.  This      
intervention is designed to help students who 
are struggling with math concepts in the second 
and third grade levels.  Again, parents are   
contributing a small fee to support this        
program.  Students are referred to this program 
by their classroom teachers.   

We will continue to look for ways to provide 
support to our students, yet we cannot do it 
alone.  We appreciate your support in these effort.   

This year we are facing greater challenges 
with the reduction of the budget in creating 
programs beyond the school day to support 
students at their levels.  Currently, we are 
looking at creative ways we can provide  
extending learning or enrichment time for 
students.  We are grateful for the teachers 
and many parents who have volunteered to 
keep programs in place, using slightly       
different delivery models. Math Olympiad 
recently began with a host of volunteers and 
parent financial support. We have also 

Extended Learning for Students  
A Messag

e from é 
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Above and Beyondé. The Skyõs the Limit at Fairlands School! 


