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As the year is drawing to an end, 

the staff at Fairlands is already 

planning for the 2010-2011 school 

year.  Students are beginning 

to wonder who their teacher 

will be for the following year.   

Will they have the same 

teacher as their sibling(s) 

had?  Will they get the 

teacher that they want?  

How do we decide which class each 

student will be placed in?  With the 

additional challenges of the budget, 

we are pleased to know that class 

sizes will not increase next year.  

We know the number of classes we 

will have at each grade level.  Due 

to retirements, transfers, or teachers 

choosing to teach a different grade 

level next year, there will be some 

staffing changes.  At this point these 

changes have not been finalized.   

We will continue to have highly 

qualified, dedicated teachers at 

Fairlands School.    

 

You may be wondering how 

can we build classes before 

we know who will be teaching 

them. We do this by focusing 

on putting together classes 

that are balanced.  We also 

believe it is important to ensure 

every student moves on to the next 

grade level with at least one friend 

in his/her class.  At the same time, 

there are students who have been 

together that we believe will benefit 

from being separated.  Research 

indicates that achievement is higher 

in classrooms that have healthy  

dynamics.  We seek to develop the 

best possible dynamics in EVERY 

classroom.   (con’t on page 2)    

Respect  . . . 

“Without  fee l ings o f  

respec t ,  what  is  there 

to  d is t ingu ish  me n 

f rom beas ts?”  

-Confuc ius  

Message from the Pr inc ipa l  

A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  . . .  

Mrs. Michels                 
      

April 30, 2010 

Above and Beyond…. The Sky’s the Lim it at Fa ir lands Schoo l !  

 May 3-7: Teacher Appreciation Week 

 May 3-7: Book Fair, 8:15 amð4:00 pm (Wed 9:15ð4:00)  

 May 4: Book Fair. Family Night , Gold Party 6:30ð8:00 pm  

 May 10: Fifth Grade Parents:  Family Life Preview 

 May 12: STAR Testing Ends / PTA Volunteer Breakfast 

 May 15: Rummage & Bake Sale: drop off 5/14 from 3-8 pm; sale 5/15 from 7-1 

 May 20: Fairlands Science Fair @ 6 9 PM in MPR 

 May 21:   Principalôs Coffee:@ 8:30 AM:  Come and meet the new Principal for 

  Hart Middle School, Terry Conde who will be available to answer   

  questions regarding the many opportunities available to your child as 

  he or she moves on to middle school 

 May 26: Drop & Donate (Dead line is June 1st) 

 May 28: Furlough DayðNO SCHOOL 

Upcoming Important Dates  

Our annual Science Fair will 

take place on May 20 th from 

6:00 - 8:00 PM in the          

multipurpose room.  Students 

in grades K-4 may choose to 

participate, while completing 

a project in fifth grade is 

manda to ry .  Du r ing  our    

Science Fair, students must 

be accompanied by an 

adul t .  They may see the 

many projects completed by   

students and participate in 

in te rac t i ve  exper iences , 

sponsored by some of our 

local scientists.  This will be 

a wonderful evening offering 

fun and enjoyment for all.  

We hope to see you there! 

Science Fair 

Update 

http://www.pleasanton.k12.ca.us/


A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  …  

Mr s .  

M i c h e l s   
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Above and Beyond…. The Sky’s the Lim it at Fa ir lands Schoo l !  

This includes balancing classes by 

gender, ethnicity, personality-types, 

social skills and cognitive skills so 

that all students have an equal     

opportunity to learn in a diverse    

environment.   When it comes to your 

childôs learning style in the classroom 

setting, there is no better authority 

than your childôs teacher.   Teachers, 

administrators and specialists follow 

a systematic process to ensure each 

child is placed in the best possible 

learning environment.   

It is important for families to          

understand that we cannot grant 

individual requests for teachers.  If 

you feel your child has specific needs 

that we may not be aware of then 

please stop by the office and      

complete a ñParent Input Formò.  We 

welcome your insights around a   

s p e c i f i c  t yp e  o f  c l a s s r o o m              

environment you believe will benefit 

your child.  Forms will be accepted 

May 3 - May 14
th 

(no exceptions).  I 

will accept SHORT letters  (no          

e-mails) as well.  This form is       

designed for parents to note special 

needs or pertinent information that is 

critical to your childôs placement for 

next year.  PLEASE DO NOT       

REQUEST A SPECIFIC TEACHER 

By NAME.  Forms that state specific 

teachers requests will be discarded.  

Thank you for adhering to my request 

and for your continued support.   

Message From The Principal (con’t) 

As we move in to  warmer  

weather ,  p lease  remind  your  

chi ldren to wear  sunscreen 

and hats ( i f  needed)  when 

outs ide.  Students must  app ly  

sunscreen at  home.   They 

may not  br ing the sunscreen 

to schoo l .   S tudents can eat  

and soc ia l ize under  our  shade 

st ructure.   The mu lt ipurpose  

room/ game room are  another  

shady opt ion  dur ing  lunch.  

The game room is  usua l ly  

open three  to four  days per  

week.   Lego C lub for  four th 

and f i f th  graders  is avai lab le  

Monday -  Fr iday as we l l .    

P lea se  r ev i ew  ou r  scho o l  

dress code.  Sh ir ts  must  cover  

the midr i f f  area and shou ld  

not  be so  shor t  that  they pul l  

up when students are walk ing 

or  runn ing.  Spaghet t i  s t raps 

are not  a l lowed a t  school .  For  

safe ty  reasons,  sanda ls or  

open- toed shoes,  and shoes 

wi th hee ls  are not  a l lowed.     

In  l ine wi th our  character   

e d u c a t i o n  m e s s a g e  o f  

ñRespectò we ask that T- shir ts  

conta in appropr ia te messages 

t ha t  a r e  no t  n ega t i v e  o r     

d i s r e s p e c t f u l  i n  n a t u r e .  

Please  refer  to  the school  

handbook for  comple te  dress 

code gu ide l ines.   

The budget crisis continues to impact our school and our students.  Class 

sizes have increased, resources for our GATE, enrichment and intervention 

programs have diminished. Funds to pay for every day classroom tools, such 

as; graphics, pencils, paper, pens, etc. have been drastically cut. From the 

outside looking in, it may seem as though not much has changed.  I believe 

this is due to the high level of dedication of our staff and parents.  We have 

worked together to make ends meet and we have worked to preserve the 

strong, challenging programs our students have grown accustomed to having.  

We have continued to ensure all students receive appropriate support in order 

to succeed.  Our PTA has brought educational programs and assemblies to 

our school, and together we have created another enriching, fun -filled,       

academically challenging year for All students.   

 

Next year, we will face deeper cuts! The most noticeable cuts will be the 

loss of our Technology Specialist and the drastic 

reduction to our Library Specialistôs hours.  We will 

no longer have funds to pay for graphics, tools for the 

classroom or interventions.  There will be no funds 

for enrichment or  GATE.  The  PTAs ,  PFCs,  

Pleasanton   Community members, PPIE and 

the District have joined together to raise funds 

to bring technology,   library and interventions 

back to our schools for next year.  We are   

asking for a donation of $150.00 per child to 

ensure these programs will be available for ALL 

students.  We appreciate families donating what 

they can for our students.  ñDrop and Donateò Day 

will be May 27 th.  You may go to the PTAôs website, PUSD 

website or PPIEôs website to learn more about the work of CORE and          

additional activities they are sponsoring in the community.  

CORE Update 

Warm 

Weather !  

http://www.fairlandspta.com
http://www.pleasanton.k12.ca.us/
http://www.pleasanton.k12.ca.us/
http://www.ppie.org/


We are noticing an unusually high number of students who are referred to the office since returning from 

spring break.  Many students are playing games that involve ñplay fightingò.  They are playing chase and 

tag games and acting out Power Rangers, Star Wars, hockey moves, and Big Time Wrestling.  None of the 

above games are allowed at school.  Students tend not to be able to judge their distances between each 

other and that is where the injuries happen.  Students also tend to begin playing, but eventually they can 

misread the social cues of the game.  In the end, what began as a game ends in a fight.  Please review the 

following with your child: 

Fairlands School Rules (pg. 15 of Fairlands Handbook ): 

1. Be respectful to everyone at school  

2. Play safely and fairly.  

3. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.  

4. Play only in designated areas.  

5. Eat snacks and lunches at the tables and clean up after yourself.  

6. Respect school property and the property of others.  

7. Walk to line after the freeze bell rings.  

**Tag:  Tag and chase games are not allowed at Fairlands.  These games lead to unsafe running and 

physical contact in addition to hurt feelings.  Students should refer to the ñFairlands Can Do Listò for 
other options to play during recess. 

Specia l Note:  “Spr ing has Sprung !”  

Traffic Help Needed 
A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  …  

Mr s .  

M i c h e l s   
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Above and Beyond…. The Sky’s the Lim it at Fa ir lands Schoo l !  

Would you like to volunteer to help our students to arrive and depart from 

school safely each day?  John Clattworthy, our dedicated Traffic Volunteer, is 

completing his last year here at Fairlands as his grandson will be moving 

on to middle school.  We have appreciated Mr. Clattworthyôs daily       

dedication.  Replacing him will be next to impossible!   

For the 2010-11 school year, we would like to try a new approach.  

We are creating the Fairlands Traffic Team .  This team will      

consist of volunteers who sign up for shifts either before or after 

school.  The shifts are 30     minutes.  In the morning, we will 

need help setting up the cones and monitoring traffic.  In the  

afternoon, we will need help wi th  moni tor ing  t raf f ic  and      

putting the cones away.  If you walk or drive your child to school 

or pick your child up from school every day, then you 

may be PERFECT for the job!   

We believe ñMany hands make light workò.  By creating a 

team to share this important responsibility, we will continue to ensure 

every one is safe arriving and leaving school, while also ensuring these 

times run as efficiently as possible.  Please complete the form on page 4 

and turn it into the office if you would like to volunteer or learn more about 

the possibilities for next year.  Mr. Clattworthy has also offered to provide 

training to all interested individuals.  

Top Runners/Grade 

K Boy: Noah Lammle (Rosa) 13 laps 

K Girl: Gayathri Yedavilli (OôSullivan) 11 laps 
 
1st Boy: Daniel Zhai (Ferrario) 18 laps 

1st Girl: Keerthana Nallamotu (Ferrario) 15 laps 
 
2nd Boy: Stephan Pouteau (Wu) 19 laps 

2nd Girl: Kira Minaise (Wu) 13 laps 
 
3rd Boy: Stuart Ritchie (Carstensen) 23 laps 

3rd Girl: Mary Tincher (Carstensen) 20 laps 
  
4 th Boy: Austin Bartholomew (Hansen) 28 laps 

4 th Girl: Arianna Cisneros (Hansen) 23 laps 

 

5 th Boy: Blake Tucker (Rainey) 29 laps 

5 th Girl: Sofia Molina (Rainey) 18 laps 

5 th Girl: Addie Jeffcoat (Rainey) 18 laps 

 

Class Fundraising Winner = Class Ice Cream Party  

Mrs. Shelleyôs Kindergarten Class raised $486 

 

Top Student Fundraisers = $10 Gift Certificate to 
Book Fair 

 

Sydney Voorhees  (Miss Shelley) $166 

Griffen Sanchez (Hansen) $250 

John Clatworthy (Rainey) $165 

Run For Reading Winners  



 

 

Fairlands Traffic Safety Team 
I am interested in participating in the training and volunteering to help monitor traffic flow  

either before or after school for the 2010-2011 School Year.   

Name:   __________________________________________________________________  

 

Student (s) Name:  __________________________________________________________________  

 

Phone Number: __________________________________________________________________  

 

Cell Number:  __________________________________________________________________  

 

Address:    __________________________________________________________________  

 

Best time and number to call: _________________________________________________________  

 

Available to attend training in August 2010  _____  

Would like to attend training in June 2010  _____  

 

Shifts I am interested in volunteering:  

Mornings I am available to volunteer (7:45-8:25): 

      

Monday Tuesday Thursday  Friday  

 

Wed.(8:45 -9:20)  

 

Afternoons I am available to volunteer (2:40- 3:30 PM): 

 

Monday Tuesday Thursday  Friday  

 

Wed.(8:45 -9:20)  

 

*All volunteers must complete and be cleared through the Volunteer Clearance Annually to 

be eligible to volunteer.  


