
Fairlands' spring "Carnival 

Book Fair" was a huge 

success! Thank you to   

everyone for helping us 

reach the goal of putting 

books into children's hands. 

Our Fairlands families give 

so much support to the 

book fair, the school's library, and the 

classrooms. Together, we brought 196 

books into our teachers' classrooms 

through our Teacher Wish List        

program. Our "One 4 Books" fundraiser 

gave us $103 for books for the Health 

Library at Valley Care 

Medical Center. The books 

will be used by children 

who are patients in the  

hospital. Most importantly, 

the cash profits from the 

Fair are given to the Fairlands 

Library. The Book Fair is 
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A  F a i r l a n d s  P T A  Q u a r t e r l y  P u b l i c a t i o n  

Coming up … 

J un e / 
A u gust  

10 Last Day of School –
Minimum Day 

15 Deadline for CORE    
fundraiser for             
Technology & Library 

Aug 

12 & 15 

Registration Packet Pick-
up 8:00 am—4:00 pm, 
Fairlands Office 

16 Walk-Thru Registration - 
MPR 7:30am—2:30 pm 

22 Incoming Kindergarten 
Playdate, Meadows Park,  
9:00-11:00 am 

23 First Day of School 

Welcome Back Coffee, 
8:15am, MPR 

24 Back to School Night K-3, 
6:00—7:30 pm, MPR 

25 Back to School Night 4-5, 
6:00—7:30 pm, MPR 

the ultimate goal of $399,375 which will fund 4 

hours tech support and 3 additional  

hours library per day per site and $5,000 per 

site for student support programs (site-

determined). The Donation forms can be found 

on the PTA website.  Please be sure to check the 

Elementary area so elementary is credited  

with your donations. 

In addition to a donation, PPIE has once again 

partnered with the Pleasanton Downtown Asso-

ciation and created a coupon book available for 

$10.  (Expiration dates have been extended into 

2012.) You can get your coupon book order form 

on the website  or contact PTA President, Laurie 

Walker-Whiteland as she has coupon books  

available. Please note donations are 100% tax 

deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

ALL DONATIONS ARE NEEDED BY JUNE 15th 

to have programs in place when school resumes.  

the only source 

o f  f u n d i n g    

available to our 

librarian, Mrs.       

Peterson,  for 

the purchase of 

books for the 

Fairlands library.  

Our Fair could never be a success   

without the generous time given by our 

many volunteers. We appreciate our 

volunteers tremendously!  Thank you 

all! A special thank you to Eddie Papas 

for coming out to our Mini-Midway Carnival 

and running the cotton 

candy booth as a wonderful 

way of supporting our school!   

We hope to see everyone 
at our fall 2011 book fair -- 
"To the Book Fair and Be-
yond:  Reading is Out of 
this World!" 

Please Support CORE Now 

The Pleasanton Unified School District, Pleasanton 

Partnerships in Education (PPIE) and all school-wide 

site parent groups (AABC, PFA, PFC, PTA, PTSA) 

have come together to raise funds once again to 

support students through the CORE (Community 

OutReach for Education) Campaign. 

For 2011 / 12, there is NO FUNDING for on-site 

technology support, and library assistants will 

be funded for two hours per day. In order to 

retain parity, a base level of four hours per day for 

tech support and 5 hours per day (3 in addition to 

District funding) at each site must be reached 

through this campaign before individual school 

sites can fund any additional hours.  

A breakdown of the funding goals can be found 

on letters that were mailed out on May 9th or here. 

The goal is to raise $399,375 for the elementary 

level.  The goals start with $50,625 which will fund 

1 hour of tech support per day per site and go to 

Spring “Carnival” Book Fair  

  by Wendy Pottgeiser & Leah Anderson 

May / June 
2011 
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 Fairlands PTA:  

 President Perspective 

It has been my privilege to serve 

as your PTA President for this 

past year.  What a ride it’s been!  

Along the way, I’ve had a lot of 

fun, made new friends, learned 

many new things, and experienced 

great personal growth.  I feel 

very fortunate to have had the 

opportunity to work with so many 

dedicated parents, teachers, and 

staff members.  I would like to 

offer my heartfelt thanks to the 

Fairlands PTA Executive Board 

members who so generously 

gave of their time to ensure the 

success of our all different    

activities and events at Fairlands.  

I am looking forward to another 

great year!   

Fairlands PTA has worked very 

hard this year to provide support 

and funding for many programs. 

Here is a partial summary of 

h o w  o u r  P T A  s u p p o r t ed       

Fairlands Elementary this year: 

 Additional hours for Technology:  

$4,500 

 Additional hours / supplies for 

Library:  $1,700 

 Teacher Collaboration time:  

$2,400 

 Accelerated Reader:  $2,912.75  

 Reading Plus:  $1,035.00 

 Handwr it ing without Tears 

(Kindergarten):  $1,035.24 

 Spelling Books for 5 th Grade:  

$1,981.10 

 Support Pleasanton Schools: 

$999 / SPS Bake Sale: $700 = 

$1,699 total  

 CORE:  $1,600 / CORE Bake 

Sale:  $900 = $2,500 total  

 Book Fair Profit to Library:  

$4,886.94 

 Pizza with the Pr inc ipal :  

$1,137.19 
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Thank you to all the fourth grad-

ers that entered the PTA Fifth 

Grade Slogan Contest.  It was a 

diff icult choice for the PTA mem-

bers  to narrow all of them down 

to three.  The fourth graders have 

voted and the winner is Owen 

Lahr.  

Owen's slogan:  This year's our 

last. Fifth Grade's a blast!!!!  

 will be on the f ifth grade shirts in 

the fall.  Shirts can be ordered 

at walk through registration.    

Thank you again to al l  the       

students who entered!  

Congratulations, Owen!!!  

 

Fairlands' is extremely proud of its 

4th grade DI team who traveled to 
Tennessee in May to participate in 

the global competition for Destination 
Imagination.  Their team name is 

“The Other Team” and their members 
include Trent Pozzi, Kelli Li,  Purvaj 

Reddy Kandula, Divya Vilekar, 

Da v i d  Az um a  an d  Am r i t ha            
Ramalingam. They are coached by Rupal 

Ravi-Chandar and Coleen Ito-Azuma.   
 

The group placed  third in the Elementary 

Level for the "Triple Take Road 

Show" Challenge and received the 
Renaissance Award for their dragon. 

DI is group funded and run outside of 
school. 

 

  

Destination 

Imagination  

Traffic Team  

W e have created a  Fairlands 

Traffic Team and need a few more        

members. This team consists of 

volunteers who sign up for shifts 

either before or after school. The 

shifts are 30 minutes. In the 

morning, we need help sett ing up 

the cones and monitor ing traff ic. 

In the afternoon, we need help 

with monitor ing  traffic and putting 

the cones away.   

If you walk or drive 

your child to school 

or pick your child 

up from school 

every day, then 

you may be 

PERFECT for the job!   

W e believe “Many hands make 

light work”.  Please contact   

L au r i e  W alk e r -W h i t e l an d  or     

Mrs. Michels for more information. 

 Assembl ies (which include 

Walk Through CA & Walk 

T h r o u g h  t h e  A m e r i c a n     

Revolution):  $7,803.29  

 D i r e c t o r i e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s :  

$613.97 

 Green Team:  $1,515.30 

 Hospitality/Coffee with Princi-

pal:  $2,426.23 

 Technology funding:  $584.75 

 R e c r e a t i o n a l  E q u i p m e n t : 

$1,476.21 

 Jump Rope for Heart snacks:  

$120.00 

 T e a c h e r / S t a f f  C l a s s r o o m 

Fund:  $7,805.97  

 Science Lab Consumables/

Science Fair:   $2,466.87  

 Scholarships:  $1,559.75 
 

Have a wonderful summer and 

see you next year! 

 

Laurie Walker-Whiteland 

Fairlands PTA President 

5th Grade 

Slogan Contest  

mailto:laurie.whiteland@gmail.com?subject=Traffic%20Helper
mailto:kmichels@pleasanton.k12.ca.us?subject=Traffic%20Helper
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Cafeteria 

Reminder 

Students with negative or posit ive 

balances wil l have that same 
amount when they return to 
FAIRLANDS or are promoted within  

PUSD in the fall.  
 
FYI-Charging is not allowed at  

Middle School!!! 
 
HAPPY SUMMER TO ALL! W e will 

miss you 5th graders!!! 
Love, 
Mrs G 

 

Special Thank 

yous: 

Each year the PTA organizes a 

special effort during Teacher/Staff 

Appreciation W eek.  This year I felt  

very special as I was adopted by our 

f irst grade classes and they spoiled 

me rotten.  Thank you to the f irst 

gr ad e c l ass es  f or  t h e g i f t 

cert if icates, f lowers, chocolates,  

lunch and goodie basket.  I felt very 

special and extremely appreciated. 

 

School News: 

Principal’s Points 
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It is hard to believe it is June and we are wrapping up our year.  

This has been a crazy year with the parcel tax, state level budget-

ing, ups and downs for the projections for funding for running our 

district and more.  Through it ALL you, our wonderful community, 

has supported our        students, classrooms and school.  I want 

to thank you from the bottom of my heart for your continued com-

mitment to making Fairlands School the BEST school in Pleasan-

ton!  On behalf of the staff at Fairlands, I would like to thank you 

for the thousands of hours you have given in the    classrooms, on 

the playground, during PTA events, both FUN-raisers and FUND-

raisers.  I believe what truly makes our school special is the    

community we have built together and the commitment we have to 

our students.  THANK YOU!!!  

 

I would like to extend a special thank you to our PTA President, 

Laurie Whiteland.  She has provided leadership with compassion, 

organization and commitment to enriching the educational experi-

ence of our students.  Our outstanding PTA Executive Board has 

given countless hours to  working together with their committee 

chairs to provide many enriching experiences for both students 

and their families.  Thank you for all you have done this year.  

Above and beyond , the sky’s the limit at Fairlands School!  You 

have helped to make this happen this year.  Thank you.  

As we look forward to next year 

our future is gett ing brighter by 

the day.  I am pleased to share 

t h a t  w e  w i l l  h a v e  f o u r           

kindergarten classes, two AM 

and two PM .  W e will have f ive 

first grades ,  f ive second 

grades, f ive third grades, four 

fourth grades and f ive fifth 

grades.  W e do have some 

staff ing changes, but are unable 

to share them with you at this 

time.  All of our teachers are 

high ly qual i f ied,  c ommit t ed    

educators and I am completely 

confident in their ability to meet 

your child’s needs.  W e will  

continue to have a full time 

reading specialist , resource 

teacher, two PE teachers, and 

a science teacher.  A music 

teacher will continue to teach 

vocal music to all f irst through 

fifth grade students.   

The CORE efforts continue.  

They are working diligently to 

raise funds to restore technology 

support and library hours.  

PSEE continues to raise funds 

to ensure instrumental music 

will be restored in f ifth grade.  

With the reinstatement of 25:1, 

we are able to invite teachers 

back to their positions who 

were previously laid-off. This is 

VERY exciting news!!  This has 

come about due to the changes 

in funding for schools at the 

state level, with no additional 

cuts projected and additional 

Federal funding in conjunction 

with addit ional concess ions 

given by our teachers.  The 

budget cris is is far from solved 

or over with, but we are taking 

things one year at a time.  W e 

appreciate your support as we 

navigate these diff icult chal-

lenges. Although we realize that 

our funding system for education  

needs revision, we need to    

remember that each child really 

only has one year in any given 

gr ade level .  Our  s tudents     

cannot afford to lose a single 

year of their education.  Thank 

you for your efforts to ensure no 

child is sacrif iced as a result of 

budget cuts. 

Next Year is Getting Brighter 

http://www.ppie.org/
http://www.psee.org/


to voluntary participation in  

earning a free ticket to Six 

Flags’ Discovery Kingdom 

and submitting poetry for 

possible inclusion in the 

Young American Poetry Digest, 

to learning all about the 

Dewey Decimal system.  By 

now, all the students who 

earned Six Flags’ tickets 

have received them and all 

students whose poetry was 

accepted for publication have 

been notified. 

There’s not much left to say 

except, keep reading, have 

a great summer and I hope 

to see you in the fall. Again, 

many thanks to all.   
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CA Kelp Forest 

Check out what our 4th grade 

S c i e n c e  L a b  S t u d e n t s       

created for their CA Kelp       

projects assigned by Mrs. 

Holder…  an amazing Kelp   

forest! (click photos for full 

size view) 

 

Fair a great success! Rachel Zimmerman 

for coordinating the purchase and sales of 

the display boards. Supriya Srinivasan  

for coordinating the science lab discovery 

tables with Mrs. Holder. Alice Potts for 

making all the participation certif icates.  

Thank you to all the volunteers who 

helped with set up, activity tables and 

clean up: Mannie Nimmo, Wendy 

Chen, Subhashini Vema, Jyothi    

Kandula, Kathy Bean, Carlyle Potts, 

Juan Pangelinan, Susmita Pattniak, 

Colleen Olson, Cheryl Lieu, Mary 

Skipper, Radhika Pradhan, Supriya 

Srinivasan, and Anu Pushkarna.  

  

Congratulations to our participant    

drawing winners and a BIG THANK YOU 

to the Bay Area museums and         

businesses who supported our   Science 

Fair with the drawing prizes:  Golden 

Apple Learning; California Academy 

of Science; Chabot Space and       

Science Center; Exploratorium; Hiller 

Aviation Museum ; Tech Museum; 

Tech Museum;  Lindsay Wildlife    

Museum;  Oakland Zoo; and San    

Francisco Zoo. 

The Fairlands Science fair was a 

great success!  W e had over 210 

students participate by completing a 

science project.  On Thursday, May 

19th, many   Fairlands families came 

to our family Science Fair Night.    

  

A HUGE THANK YOU to Mrs. Holder for 

her commitment to the Fairlands     

Science Fair. She makes such a big   

difference for Fairlands kids!  

  

A BIG THANK YOU to our community   

scientists who provided display tables for 

Family Science Fair Night:  

 

 Abbie 4-H Small Animals 

 Eric Nicholas, City of Pleasanton    

Naturalist 

 Spectrum of Science 

 M ount  Di abl o Be ek ee per s             

Association 

 Bay Area Carnivorous Plant    

Society  

 Fairlands Science Lab 

  

A BIG THANK YOU to our fabulous      

volunteers  who helped make the Science 

Fairlands Science Fair 

 By Lori Carducci 

Well, the end of the 

year is upon us and 

it’s time to take care 

of some really important 

thank yous.  First and foremost, I 

want to thank the Fairlands’ PTA, 

especially the   Executive Board.  

Fairlands has the best PTA by far.  

They have always been remarkably 

supportive of the library, from    

donating all the proceeds from 

our amazing book fairs to      

purchase new books to keep our 

library a fun and exciting place  

that encourages life-long learning 

to paying for extra hours for me 

to keep our library running 

smoothly .   They also do an      

incredible job supporting our entire 

staff and all students. They   

manage to balance the necessity 

of fund-raising with a fantastic array 

of fun-raising activities. 

I also want to thank each of the   

library volunteers who have donated 

so much of their time energy to  

Fairlands’ library this year.  Thank 

you Colleen Olson, Alan Green-

berg, Lori Carducci, Claire Jiang, 

and Tiffany Tong.  I wouldn’t have 

been able to keep the library     

humming along without each of you.  

I have enjoyed working with you this 

year and hope that I will be able to 

work with you in the future. 

Finally, I want to thank the staff and 

students for joining me in the wild 

ride through the library this year.  

We went through orientation, where 

we found out how the library is set up, 

Librar y Update 

 By Mrs. Peterson 
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Happy Summer!  Can you believe 
another school year has come 
and just about gone? This month 
our kids celebrated Teacher    
Appreciation Week by making 
some beautiful  terrariums for 
every classroom teacher. We 
learned that a terrarium is a mini 
replica of the earth's ecosystem. 

Did you know that the water we 
drink today is the very same wa-
ter the dinosaurs drank million of 
years ago? It just gets recycled 
through the water cycle again and 
again. Amazing! 
 
Between the solar pizza ovens, 
recycled holiday ornaments, natu-
ral play dough, and fresh fruit and 
veggie samplings, we've had a 

fun and productive year! Thank 
you to all the parents who have 
volunteered their time and ef-
fort into this program- it makes 
all the difference in the world to 
what we can do for our kids! A 
special thanks goes out to Mannie 
Nimmo, whom we refer to as our 

"Web Goddess". Without her 
technical talents we wouldn't have 
such a great Green Page and 
fabulous fliers to promote all of 
our activities and goings on. 

Thank you too, to Mary Skipper 
and Michelle Bostaph who have 
been quietly helping behind the 
scenes every month with our re-
cycling collection. The income 
earned from our CRV plastics, 
cans and juice pouches along 
with our PTA funds support all of 
our Green Team programs. 

We hope you have a relaxing 
and enjoyable summer and 
make every day Earth Day! So 
much of what we can do is really 
easier than we think. If you've 
ever wanted to recycle something 
but just had no idea who would 
take it, here's a handy website for 
you to check out. earth911.com 
All you do is type in what you 
want to recycle and your zip 
code. It will direct you to the  
nearest location that accepts that 

item. I entered cfl light bulb and 
shazaam! Turns out I can take it 
to 2 different home improvement 
centers right here in town! Those 
same places also accept old   
batteries too! Being a Planet 
Hero is something we all can 
do... and you don't even have 
to wear a cape and mask! 
 
And one last reminder, if your 
child has enjoyed being part of 
the Fair lands Green Team, 

please look for our table at 
walk-thru registration. You must 
sign up at the beginning of every 
school year in order to give your 
child permission to join the club. 
Having an accurate member 
count allows us to better plan for 
activity materials and puts you on 
our email list so we can keep you 
well informed of when we meet 
and what we're up to. Also, if you 
as a parent feel like this is   
something you'd like to be a part 
of, we are always looking for a 

few good "greenies" to join our 
committee. We'd love to hear 
from you! 

TerraCycle 

News 

 

“TerraCycle diverts billions of 

pieces of garbage from our landfills 

and incinerators (both of these 

options produce added carbon 

and other greenhouse gases) and 

either upcycles or recycles the 

waste into new products, which 

reduces the need for new materials 

to be extracted from our planet. 

Before TerraCycle non-recycable 

waste would be either sent to a 

landfill or a waste to energy /  

incineration facility. Both of these 

options emit carbon and produce 

either limited or no environmental 

benefits. 

Once you start collecting with 

TerraCycle your non-recyclable 

waste will be either recycled or 

upcycled. 

TerraCycle upcycles and recycles 

traditionally non-recycable waste 

(including drink pouches, chip 

bags, tooth brushes and many 

more) into a large variety of    

c o n s um er  p r o du c t s .  T h es e    

products keep waste out of our 

landfi lls and contribute to a 

c l ea n e r  w o r l d .  T e r r a C y c l e     

products are available at a wide 

range of major retailers from 

Wal*Mart to Target as well as 

online.”  * Info from teracycle.net  

 

 

FAIRLANDS FLYER  

Fairlands utilizes the 4 R efforts 

throughout the year. 
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A Green View:  Green Team Update 

By Kathy Bean & Lori Bautista, GT Chair people 

Recycling Update: 
To date Fairlands has recycled: 

 

Over 6000 Juice Pouches 

Over 900 Glue Sticks 

Over 900 Pairs of Athletic 

Shoes* 

* Shoes will be recycled all 

school year – a bin is located 

near the science lab.  

BIG GREEN RACE  

Sunday, June 26th  
11:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.  

 
Grab your friends and create a team for 

the very popular Big Green Race. This 

event offered for the first time in 2010 is 

based on a popular TV team race    

format. The adventure will take you all 

over the fairgrounds for fun and       

entertaining physical and mental      

challenges - some about the fair and 

some about environmental action. Get 

all the details and signup information 

here. 

http://earth911.com/
http://terracycle.net/what-is-garbage
http://terracycle.net/landfill
http://terracycle.net/incineration
http://terracycle.net/upcycling
http://terracycle.net/recycling
http://terracycle.net/what-is-garbage
http://terracycle.net/what-is-garbage
http://terracycle.net/landfill
http://terracycle.net/incineration
http://terracycle.net/incineration
http://terracycle.net/what-is-garbage
http://terracycle.net/what-is-garbage
http://terracycle.net/recycling
http://terracycle.net/upcycling
http://terracycle.net/
http://www.alamedacountyfair.com/2011fair/contests/pdf/youth/Big_Green_Race_2011.pdf


The PTA (Parent Teacher Association), established over 100 years ago, 
is the largest volunteer child advocacy organization of parents,          
educators, students, health and welfare professionals, and community 
members working exclusively to improve the education and well-being 
of ALL children and youth at home, school and in the community. 
 
The Goal of the Fairlands Elementary PTA is to positively impact the 
lives of all children and families in the Fairlands community.  We will do 
this by: 
 

 supporting educational programs at school, both financially and 
through volunteer hours 

 provide social opportunities for the community to come together 
as families to celebrate our children 

 to communicate with our membership through our Fairlands PTA 
website, periodic news and events updates, and providing a stu-
dent directory 

 reaching out to our diverse cultural mix in an effort to have all 
students and family members feel accepted and included in the 
Fairlands community. 

Our Fall Fundraiser is available NOW for a preview. 

 

Any orders you place using our school code of 

2224095 will help earn money for Fairlands while you 

gain some great products.  We are very excited about 

the vast array of different product categories avail-

able.  Free shipping is also an option for all gift orders 

over $60.  Feel free to check out the site at 

www.gaschoolstore.com for your preview.   

New Fundraiser Coming to Fairlands in the Fall 

4151 West Las Positas Blvd. 

Pleasanton, CA 94588 
 

School Office Phone: 925-426-4210 

School Attendance Line: 925-462-0926 

PTA E-mail: info@fairlandspta.com 

We support every child at Fairlands  

brought to  you by:  

FAIRLANDS PTA 

Check out our website at: 

www.fairlandspta.com 
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August 2011 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24

 

25

 

26 27 

28 29 30 31    

  

Registration 

Packet Pickup 

8:00am– 4:00pm 

Registration 

Packet Pickup 

8:00am– 4:00pm 

Walk-Thru 

Registration 

7:30am– 2:30pm 

Incoming 

Kindergarten 

Playdate 9–11am 

1st Day of School 

/ Welcome back 

Coffee 

Back to 
School Night 

K-3 grades 

 6:00-7:30 pm 

 

Back to 
School Night 

4-5 grades 

 6:00-7:30 pm 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Sept 1:    School Pictures 

Sept 5:    NO SCHOOL – School Holiday 

Sept 11:  PTA Committee Chair Kick-off Meeting, 6:30pm 

Sept 12:  PTA General Member Meeting, 7:00pm 

Sept 13:  Ice Cream Social, 6:00 – 7:30pm 

Sept 23:  Principal's Coffee, 8:30am 


